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TRI'TH about British India lies

somewhere between the London
censorship and the Berlin bulle¬
tins. Anybody who knows that

segment of the British empire can readily
understand why.
Had there been any widespread revolt

the curtain which the censor keeps down
could not have shut the news of it out
from the world's knowledge and the in¬
telligence would npt be limited to Berlin.
Did entire peace and content prevail

there would be no need of the extraor¬
dinary secrecy which London seeks to
maintain about India.
The most important factor is England's

Moslem subjects in India. The Moham¬
medans have been the bulwark of British
rule. Their loyalty during the political
agitations up to'the opening of the world
war never has been questioned.
On the other hand, seditious move¬

ments prevailed among the Hindus long
before the breaking out of hostilities.

PILLAR OF THE Kl'Tl'B MINAR AT
YEARS OLD.

That the war has furnished the occasion
for their spread is undoubted, and that
there have been numerous trials and
executions of Hindus for sedition is ad¬
mitted in a guarded, official way.

*
* *

It has been thought by those who know
India that England's real problems would
begin whenever the world war shall end.
Then will come the necessity of meeting
the demand of the two hundred million
Hindus of various castes and sects for a

larger measure of self-government, and
the need of reconciling the Moham¬
medans to the preponderance of the
Hindus.

It is an imperial political problem of
great magnitude. Meantime, the burn¬
ing question will be how to keep the
bulk of the Mohammedans and Hindus
working together for the safety of Eng¬
land.
While the seditious movements have

been confined largely to the Hindus,
these natives also have given some s g-
nificant evidences of their loyalty, fully

as significant as the proofs afforded by
the Mohammedans. The Nizam of Hy¬
derabad, a Mohammedan ruler, who, ac¬

cording to the Berlin reports, was de¬
posed by his subjects, has not been the
only Indian pr nee to give substantial
testimony of his devot on to England.
Native Hindu rulers have made cash con-
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trlbutions and have furnished troops.
Possibly the majority of the Indian

contingent in Egypt and the Darda¬
nelles are Mohamedans. Net improb¬
ably the majority of the native Indian
troops in the expedition up the Per¬
sian gulf to Bagdad are also Moham¬
medans.
Sound reasons of state require that

these Mohammedan troops be sent to
Mohammedan countries, so that they
may prove to the faithful in those
countries that a large section of Islam
is loyal to the fla*? of England, and
that the prophet's faith is in no danger
from the great Christian powers who
form the allies. But it is also under¬
stood that there are many Sepoy regi¬
ments in the expeditionary forces who
are Hindus.

*
* *

If England can keep her Hindu sub-
jectH and her Mohammedan subjects
out of a general seditious movement,
and fighting together for the integrity
of the empire, she will have accom¬

plished a task of great difficulty. There
are deep-seated racial and religious
antagonisms and even the antagonism
of diverse civilizations.
To the bulk of the natives of India the

Mohammedans are still an alien people.
They came as a conquering race, establish¬
ing the faith of the prophet by the sword
but the India of today is not so vastly
different from the India of the centuries
which knew not Mahomet and his con¬
quering hosts.
There are in the Indian empire, includ¬

ing Burma, approximately 250,000,000
inhabitants, and of these between 50,000,-
000 and 60,000,000 are Mohammedans.
The remainder are Hindus, whether Bud¬
dhists, Brahmans, Jains, Sikhs or frag¬
ments of the other re!ig ons and castes.
The geographical distribution of the

Mohammedan population is fairly wide¬
spread, but it is much more compact in
some sections than in others. In kaleido¬
scopic Bombay, with its medley of races
and religions and its mingling of all the
races and religions of the orient, the
mosques of the Mohammedans are so
modest as to be almost lest in the wilder-

r.ess of Hindu temples. With perhaps one
or two exceptions, the Protestant and
Catholic structures are more pretentious.

*
* *

The Mohammedan himself is almost
completely lost in the endless streams of
Hindus who pour ceaselessly through the
streets of Bombay. He is distinguished
from the mass of the population by his
red fez, and by wearing: clothes enough
to cover him decently, according to west¬
ern ideas.

Hyderabad, which is in south central
India, or Deccan, while it has a large
Hindu population, is nevertheless as dis¬
tinctly Mohammedan as any one part of
India, and the nizam, who is. or was, the
Mohammedan ruler, is fairly typical of
the Mohammedan rulers throughout India.
The coming of the holiday mood, which
heralds the ending of the Mohammedan's
month of fasting, and which corresponds
to the Christian Easter, is celebrated in
Hyderabad with all the pomp of the
prophet's religion.
The women are subject to the closest

restrictions on their appearance in pub¬
lic, and are so completely veiled that
the profane observer gets not even a
glimpse of the features.
The harsh oriental methods of making

an example of public criminals also
prevail, or did prevail a few years ago.
The criminal is decapitated publicly.
This might not be so bad, but the pre¬
liminary spectacle is demoralizing, for,
notwithstanding that wine is forbidden
to the faithful, it is not unusual for
both the criminal and the executioner
to be intoxicated.
British officials, on the occasion of an

especially scandalous exhibition of this
kind, sought to bring about a reform;
but they had to approach the subject
very cautiously, as the nizam's gov¬
ernment could not go too strongly in
the face of local sentiment, which, from
immemorial times, had looked upon the
decapitation as a spectacle in the na¬
ture of a festival.
However, civilization, as represented

in some sections of the United States,
has not much on Mohammedan civili¬
zation in Deocan In this respect, since
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in several states hangings are practi¬
cally public spectacles.

*
* *

British officials in India and the home
government itself have had more tribu¬
lation over the Mohammedan popula¬
tion of Bengal than in any other part
of India. Notwithstanding that they
are numerous, they yet form a very
small part of the total number of in¬
habitants.
The Bengalese are the least virile of

all the nativfc races of India. There
are more of them than there are Mo¬
hammedans in all India. They are also
the most opposed to British rule, and
anarchy has been more prevalent there
than in any other part of the country.
Calcutta, the great city of Bengal,

Kipling's "City of Dreadful Night," is
reasonably cosmopolitan, because of its
importance as a shipping and commer¬
cial center; but it is, nevertheless, thor¬
oughly Bengalese at heart.
The Mohammedans in Bengal have

numerous grievances against tnelr Hin¬
du brethren. The state was partitioned
in order to concentrate their influence
and relieve them from the ascendency
of the Hindus. This caused bitter re¬
sentment on the part of the Bengalese.
Sir Bamfylde Fuller, the British offi¬

cial who had much to do with the par¬
tition, incurred so much odium that the
home government found it necessary to
call him back. He was a type of the
imperialist, arrogaftt and aggressive,
who has done so much to antagonize
the Hindus by his advocacy of the pol¬
icy of repression and control of "the In¬
ferior races."
Lord Minto, who went out from the

governor generalship of Canada, adopt¬
ed a conciliatory policy; but the Ben¬
galese refused to be conciliated; al¬
though the Mohammedans presented
Lord Minto with a memorial of a
somewhat flowery character, affirming
their loyalty.
Bengal was also the center of the

Swadeshi, or home-market movement.
The ostensible aim of this movement
was to encourage the native industries
by boycotting the British products
which came into conflict with these in-

A MOHAMMEDAN WOMAN OF INDIA IN Ol'TDOOR DRESS.

dustries. It had a genuine economic
Justification.
Notwithstanding- all that is said.and

part of which is true.about the bless¬
ings of British rule in India, the coun¬
try's interests always are made sub¬
sidiary to England's interests when it
comes to trade and industry.
The continuous discontent of the Ben-

galese and the seditious movements
caused the seat of India government
to be removed from Calcutta to Delhi.
Northern India has a larger proportion
of Mohammedan population than the
central and southern sections, and it
was thought that with Delhi as the
seat of India government there ¦\^uldbe less heard of the seditious ana an¬
archistic movements. It is at Delhi
that the durbars are held, the great
spectacles which are supposed to typify
loyalty to the royal family of England.
The Mohammedan population of Delhi

is as loyal as the Mohammedan popu¬
lation of Calcutta and the rest of Ben¬
gal, but this has not prevented some
very unpleasant occurrences for the
governing powers.
Memorials of the Mohammedan con¬

quest in the form of numerous mosques
are very much in evidence at Delhi.
The most famous of these is the Jumna
Musjid mosque, with its three marble
domes; but the Pearl mosque is far
more beautiful. The great arch and
wrought iron pillar of the Kutub
Minar, twenty-two centuries old, is the
reminder that Mahomet's religion is
after all a modern one. ,

Benares, on the Ganges, the real holy
city of the Hindus, with its uninter¬
rupted stream of pilgrims and its in¬
numerable evidences of the persistence
of the religions of the Hindus as they
have existed for centuries, neverthe¬
less has many memorials of Moham¬
medanism. The Moslem mosques ac¬
tually dominate the Hindu temple*,
and the tomb of the conquering em¬
peror, Aurangzeb, is the most prom¬
inent memorial in the holy Hindu city,
though the Mohammedans themselves
are comparatively a small part of the
population.

* *

The farther north one goes in India
the stronger the Mohammedan influence
becomes. The fierce Pathans and other
fighting tribes on the borders of Af¬
ghanistan are Mohammedans.
Among the characteristics of the Mo¬

hammedans in India are an aptitude
for trade and for politics, including
office holding. The Pathan traders'
spread squth to Ceylon, while Moham¬
medan merchants control the business
of most of the cities. The Mohamme¬
dans are also the money lenders. This
is another cause of the antagonism be¬
tween them and the Hindus.
In spite of the influential position

they occupy, the Mohammedans fre¬
quently speak of themselves as an op¬
pressed minority who are persecuted in
business by their Hindu neighbors, and
who do not get their full share of the
offices. When these complaints become
very pronounced the British officials
extend fresh recognition to the Moham¬
medans. and for a time there are fervid
protestations of loyalty.
The protestations of Mohammedan

politicians and Hindu politicians
amount neither to more nor less than
do the professions of politicians in oth-

er parts of the world; but in spite of
surface ebullitions the probability is
that the mass of the Mohammedans of
India are sincerely loyal to England.
German intrigues cannot work on them
in the same manner as on the Hindus.
The only means of arousing them is

by inculcating them with the fear that
their religion is in danger; and at¬
tempts of this kind have not been suc¬
cessful. except in a few isolated in¬
stances where fanaticism has been ap¬
pealed to without the leading Moham¬
medans having a chance to combat it.
The allegiance of the educated Mo¬

hammedans to the sultan as the reli¬
gious head of Islam is hardly more
than nominal, and they have no use for
him whatever as the pol'tical head. It
is for this reason w th others that
they have been indifferent to the call to
them to revolt against English rule and
take part in a holy war.
They are not without a sense of hu¬

mor. and the spectacle of the kaiser fo¬
menting a holy war to save the religion
of the prophet undoubtedly has made it
difficult to maintain their habitually
grave demeanor.

*** \
The mass of the Mohammedan popula¬

tion in India is, however, an ignorant
mass. In spite of the complete antag¬
onism between their monotheism and
the pantheism of the Hindus, where the
Hindu population is largely preponder¬
ant the Mohammedans have absorbed
many of the forms qf Hindu worship.
This is the testimony of many educated
Mohammedans.
A leading Mussulman of southern In¬

dia not long ago wrote that living
with the Hindu *ide by side, and work¬
ing along with him day aft*r day, the
illiterate Mohammedan found it very
easy to imitate some of the customs of
the Hindus. He gave a number of il¬
lustrations.
One was that three days of the week,

Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday, were
regarded as not auspicious for bath¬
ing. Tuesday was also a bad day for
getting shaved, because on that day
if a man got shaved his star was said
to dip in blood, and every human be¬
ing was supposed to live under the
protection of a star.
Wednesday was regarded a bad day

for traveling, and if a traveler began
his journey on that day he was liable
not to return home safe and sound.
It would seem from this that among
Hindus and Mohammedans Wednesday
corresponds to the Friday of many
Christians.
While the mass of the Mohammedan

population, living side by side with
the Hindu mass, may have absorbed
many of their customs which educated
and orthodox Mohammedans regard as
superstitious, even the ignorant Mo¬
hammedans are not likely to be in¬
fluenced by the political agitations of
the Hindus. They are not fanatical
and their close association with the
Hindus prevents that.
Speaking generally, it may be said

that the Mohammedans constitute ap¬
proximately per cent of the popula¬
tion of India, and this 25 per cent is
the bulwark of British rule. A frac¬
tion of it may have its loyalty shaken
and be affected bv German influence,
but the great mass is likely to remain a
fixed quantity and to sustain England
in the war.

Efforts of Washington Merchants to Find Relief From Bad ChecK Evil*

QUESTION of What Women Have to Do With the Evil.His¬
tory of Sex in Relation to Money Matters.University of Wis¬

consin Has School of Domestic Economy."Lessons in Law for
Women".Work of the Retail Merchants' Association of Wash¬
ington.
TIE Retail Merchant*' Assocla
tion will ask the coming Con¬

gress to pass a law to atop the

passing of bad checks, which

has become an evil of such proportions
Sn Washington that the merchants de¬

clare they must have relief from some

quarter.
What have women to do with that

evil?
The question arises logically, it is as¬

serted, in connection with the fact that

{he official shoppers of Washington are

fcomeii. not men. The spenders of
American money are womer. This fact
tm mo generally established that the

University of Wisconsin was influenced
by It to erect a school of domestic
economy.
Those figures, seen in relation to the

Washington merchants' need of a law
to stop bad checks, made one ask, "Is
the financial responsibility of shopping
too great for the weaker sex?" Are
women inclined to be dishonest in their
role of disbursing agent lor the fam¬
ily? Is it the women of Washington
who have yielded to the temptation of
passing bad checks until the «tep now
lake n by the Retail Merchants' Associ¬
ation has become necessary?"
Popular history of the sex in relation

to money matters, alas, inclines one to
pessimism Is not the noblest of
wlven believed to be capable of rifling
her husband's pockets while he sleep*
wid of taking anything she can find
with a clear conscience?
Do not good mothers, in their secret

sonclaves over the difficulty of keep¬
ing up with the Joneses, often confess
:hat the high cost of living and the
imall profits of matrimony drivc them
to the crime of breaking into the chil¬
dren's savings banks in order to make
inds meet?

Do not husbands as a class realize
foo well the necessity of mounting
Itrlct guard over their old clothes, and

*
* *

i

even their rather new ones, bo aban¬
doned are otherwise virtuous domestic
women to the practice of selling any¬
thing In a man's wardrobe for a few
'in ts to be spent, or. something for
themselves or the house?

I>o not some husbands Indulgent by
nature find It necessary to forbid a
wife to run accounts, for unless the
woman Is made to feel fsuffer!) what
she spends, by paying cash for every
purchase, the bills that come In at the
first of the month are enough to drive
a man to drink and destruction, as
indeed often happens, am evidence in
the history of embezzlement and other
crimes amply proves.

It was an Intelligent woman and a

good one. the widow of a New England
professor, who in the financial diffi¬
culties of her sad lot in life hit upon
a pretty scheme of "getting by" her
bills Once a month religiously she
went through them and had a good
cry, then she would tie them all up In
pink ribbon and hide them out of
sight.

*
* *

Explaining her system of keeping
accounts to a friend, she said she chose
pink ribbon instead of mauve, which
some might fancy more appropriate, be¬
cause whenever by accident she .tum¬
bled across the bills in her desk It was

more cheerful to see pink than any
color associated with mourning.
When the late Walter 8. Cox retired

from the Supreme Court bench of the
District of Columbia he immediately
devoted himself to a task the purpose
of which was formed out of his long
years of experience in dealing with
the law.to write a book that would
make women better able to cope with
money affairs. He called the book
"lessons in Law for Women," and he
published it shortly before his death,
little more than a dozen years ago.
At that time the eminent jurist drew

true to life the picture of women's re¬
lation to business. The reason he gives
his "fair readers" for writing a primer
of law for them is the great amount

i

of fraud and imposition practiced upon
"confiding maiden ladles or widows who
intrust their moderate means to faith¬
less male friends to invest for them":
also, because the "wrongs perpetrated
by husbands on their wives in refer¬
ence to the estate of the latter have
been numberless.
"Some husbands intrusted with the

money of their wives have invested it
in their own names, so that, on their
deaths, it was claimed by their own
relatives. Others have wasted it upon
their pleasures, and others have lost it
in wild speculation or the grosser
forms of gambling."

"It is knowledge of events like
these," says Judge Cox in the Introduc¬
tion of his book, "which has often
caused the author to wonder that no
one has essayed, specially, to enlighten
women as to their rights and legal
status, and has inspired him with the
idea of attempting to some moderate
extent to supply the omission, which
idea, and the persuasion of female
friends, have prompted the present ef¬
fort."
As one of those female friends who

helped to persuade Judge Cox to write
his "Lessons of Law for Women," it
would be ungrateful to that courtly
gentleman and finished scholar not to
complete his picture of the woman's
need of knowledge of law with the fea¬
ture he makes of the woman's Inno¬
cently Irresponsible conduct in busi¬
ness.
For instance, he relates the story of

"a certain lady who overdrew her bank
account, and when notified of It and
requested to refund the amount over¬
drawn, sent a dainty note inclosing her
check on the same bank for the
amount."

*
* *

"In another case," Judge Cox tells,
"a gentleman going from home left
with his wife a number of checks on
his bank, signed by him with the
amount left blank, to be filled up by
his wife as she needed the money. She
drew out all his money and when in¬
formed by the bank, sins insisted that It
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could not be, because she still had a

number of her husband's blank checks."
The late Charles A. Conant, author of

several learned books on banking, used
to recite from his experience as treas¬
urer of a loan and trust company the
story of the woman who being noti¬
fied that her account was overdrawn
appeared at the bank In a state of vir¬
tuous indignation, scolded the cashier
roundly for having let such a thing
happen and, before he could get a word
In edgewise, charged him under pen¬
alty of losing her business, never,
never, to do such a thing again!

rD GETS SPENDING MONEY.

The women for whom Judge Cox
wrote his "Lessons in Law" are por¬
trayed as the "weaker vessels" In
money matters, but they were touch¬
ing in that role, for If they were a
source of some confusion to business,
they were more particularly the vic¬
tims of their pretty ignorance, appeal¬
ing to the chivalry of just men to rem¬
edy their ills.
"What are you to do with money," is

a ouestion which Judge Cox asks his
"fair readers" and answers for them.
"You will by no means turn it over

to some benevolent old gentleman, or

/

specious young one. who offers to take
your money and pay interest on It, or
invest it for you; but you will retain
control over it yourself, and to this
end you will deposit it in your own
name in bank."

#
* *

This advice to women has become
fixed in the practice of banking in
Washington after a fashion that indi¬
cates how times have changed even

since Judge Cox's recent day. Banks
do not hesitate by advertising to seek
to do business with women, who, how¬
ever, still remain the "gentle" sex in

banking. The more prosperous banks
provide special rooms for lady custom¬

ers, who, thus segregated in the oper¬
ation of writing checks or making uut
deposit slips, exhibit an "afterglow" of
the harem. One bank has soft lights
burning in its ladies' room, a bouquet
of fresh flowers on the table, blotting
pads in pastel shades, and annexed is
a toilet room thoughtfully supplied
with invisible hairpins and violet
scented rice powder (ladies are expect¬
ed to bring their own rouge sticks,
for obvious sanitary reasons).
A more conservative bank posts

above the cashier's head in the window
of the ladles' room a sign informing
them that they will be expected to
make out their own deposit slips; and
this bank in the holiday season last
year adopted a practice which seems to
give weight to the dark suspicions
arising as to the cause of the proposed
bad check legislation.
During the rush of holiday shopping

the fair clients of this bank found upon
the tables in their special room a

strange looking check blank which,
being printed in the merry Christmas
hue.the bright red of holly or poin-
settia blooms.at first sight conveyed
the idea that the bank intended by
these checks to give away money in
discreet amounts as a holiday greeting
to lady customers.
But alas, no!
These crimson checks were not pos¬

sible to negotiate outside the bank and,
for the bank's protection, were devised
from necessity occasioned by the ex¬

tensive practice women had made of
entering the room there, taking ordi¬
nary check blanks and, without ever

having an account in the bank, using
these checks to do their Christmas
shopping.
That sad commentary on the sex

might be interpreted as having sinister

bearing on the so-called progression
of women, for not one line in all the
carefully prepared admonitions and in¬
formation contained in Judge Cox's
book assumes that women a dozen
years ago needed to be restrained from
dishonest practices in money matters.
This is really vital in /elation to the

woman suffrage movement which is
widely hailed as a means to purify

4

politics; it is of practical concern to
the wage-earner and to business, for
stress of competition among men, the
necessity men* encounter of specializ¬
ing: all their forces on the labor which
produces, tends to make the American
wife the cashier of the man's wages
or wealth.
And almost to the same extent that

this prevails in France, where it is
usual to see the wife in a street car
lift up her skirt and dig into the
pocket the French woman always has
In her petticoat to pay her husband's
car fare. And it is the husband who
holds out his hand to the wife for any
spending money he needs. What the
American woman does with money has
become one of the big practical ques¬
tions of the day.
Thank goodness, then, that so far as

the action of the Retail Merchants' As¬
sociation of Washington is concerned,
the proposed legislation to stop the
passing of bad checks Is not particu¬
larly designed in view of the cupidity
of the general run of woman shoppers.
No! let the glad truth come out at
once to relieve the awful nervous strain
that the crimson doubt occasions.
Investigation among the merchants of

Washington discloses that the passing
of bad checks is largely a practice con¬

fined to a certain criminal class, the
Individuals of which organize their
operations as maliciously as house¬
breakers or kidnapers. The elabo¬
rate pains they take and the daring of
their plans is fairly typified in a case

which the past summer gave numbers
of merchants great trouble.

*
* *

A man.not a woman, notice-.took
an apartment in a fashionable apart¬
ment house and paid one month's rent
in advance. He deposited a small sum

of money in a bank and obtained a

eheck book. Then he made a round
of first-class shops of all kinds, or¬

dered quantities of goods sent home
to the very correct address, C. O. D.
He paid for the things with checks.
In the natural course of business af¬
fair* at least three days may be count¬

ed on for a check given to a merchant
to get back to the bank on which it
is drawn.
In less time than that the gentle¬

man (not lady) shopper had packed his
goods into one kind of vehicle and
another.he even bought and got away
with furniture.-and by the time the
bank had returned to the various
merchants his checks stamped with the
illuminating words "Insufficient funds"
the man was off to parts unknown with
goods representing a handsome profit
on the money he invested in a faah-
ionable apartment for a month and a
bank account for a day.
That in a general way describes one

class of persons who pass bad checks.

The difficulty in dealing: with the ob¬
vious crime committed proceeds from
having: no law in the IMstrict directly
applied to the specific matter of draw¬
ing: a check deliberately on a bank
where no funds are on deposit to pay
the check.

It is always possible to plead ig¬
norance that the account has been
overdrawn, and it is always possibleto tell plausible tales of intention to
deposit money before the checks wouldbe presented for payment.
The law aimed at this situation bythe Retail Merchants' Association

would limit the time that such pleas
may be advanced by making it a crim¬
inal offense to have failed within three
days of drawing a check to have suf¬ficient money in the bank with which
to pay it.

*
* *

If it is a distinctly criminal class
which puts the merchants to the great¬
est confusion in the matter of dealing?
with bad checks, there is, the mer¬
chants say, an immense amount of an¬
noyance and needless expense suffered
by them in consequence of goods being
got.or even money being got.on
checks which are returned from the
bank stamped with the ominous words
"Insufficient funds," and. being various¬
ly explained, are, after more or less
vexatious delay, made good.
The big department stores are reallythe bankers of their customers, to

whom they not only convey merchan¬
dise, but also money, to the extent ofmillions of dollars in the course of a
year; for a favorite means employedby persons afflicted with a poor mem¬
ory as to how their bank accounts
stand is, instead of going to the bank
with their checks, to go to a shop and
ask a merchant to cash a check for
them.
In such cases the merchant seeks to

take every precaution against fraud.
He requires the person who passes the
check to be identified, and he callB upthe bank to learn if such a person has
an account. But banks refuse to make
a statement as to the figures of a per¬son's account or as to their credit.
This leaves the merchant in the dark

on important details, and competition
In trade favors the design of personstempted beyond their strength (andtheir bank accounts) or of persons in¬
tentionally crooked. Thus not a man.
but in this case, alas, a woman. Is
causing one big merchant to deplorehis zeal to boost trade by being accom¬modating to a "fair" shopper.

*
* *

The woman purchased a suit for |87
and tendered in payment a cheek
drawn on a bank ip Alexandria for
$100. Her appearance inspired confl-

(Continued on Fifth Page.)


